
Brevard County Commissioners voted unanimously to buy the last privately owned
portion of the Thousand Islands in Cocoa Beach for $3.2 million after listening to a large
showing of the community, a dozen students from Freedom 7 Elementary and receiving letters
from Mrs. Sickle’s 2nd grade class from Sea Park Elementary (letters quoted above).
Preservation and restoration of the 275 acres will benefit water quality, seagrass and shoreline
habitat in the Indian River Lagoon and benefit eco-tourism efforts. The purchase appeared in
jeopardy when an earlier vote by the commission did not obtain the 4 votes necessary for the
purchase. The City of Cocoa Beach initially was against Brevard County’s Environmentally
Endangered Lands Program removing Australian Pine from the islands but the city
reconsidered and provided $100,000 towards the purchase.
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Brevard Purchases 1000 Islands

"I believe we should conserve and protect wetlands of
Thousand Islands, because there are animals and plants
there. Like dolphins, alligators, manatees, otters, and
rabbits. There are a lot more but I was naming a few. If
you wreck the Thousand Islands, you'll have to go
through me first." -Dana

"I would save the animals
because they are cute." -Gabby

"I believe we should keep the habitats
because it is a shelter for the animals like
rabbits, dolphins, and fish. So we need to
save our habitats, so the animals don't die.
We don't want that do we?" -Kayla

"I believe they should not destroy
wetlands because it is a habitat. It
belongs to the animals" -Aryia

"If people build houses many animals
might die. The wetland is so pretty.
Please save them for us." - Chase

“We should save the wetlands
because they are beautiful.
Please don’t destroy the
wetlands and habitats of the
animals.” -Tamara

“I believe the habitats should stay
forever. Most of us think they should
stay. We need a place for all
animals.” -Austin

“I believe that we should conserve the
wetlands so all the animals have a
home because animals like pigs,
snakes, frogs, raccons, otters, birds,
plants, and alligators need a habitat.
The wetlands are beautiful please don’t
destroy them.” -Faith

“I believe that the should stay how it is
because the animals will have no homes if
they build houses where they live.” -Brendan

Congress Overrides Veto of Lagoon Bill


