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Unknowingly, homeowners along the Indian River Lagoon are paying good
money to do damage to the Indian River Lagoon! Every time you buy the
cheapest fertilizer for your yard, you are wasting your money and greening
the lagoon instead of your yard. Look for slow release fertilizers which cost
only a little more and will keep your yard fertilized much longer. Slow release
fertilizers do not wash out after the first rainfall like most fertilizers which create algae blooms in
the Indian River Lagoon. A single pound of fertilizer will grow over 500 pounds of algae in the
lagoon. Algae blocks sunlight to seagrasses which are the lagoon's most important fish habitat.
Algae also robs the water of oxygen overnight causing fish kills. Some algae like Karenia brevis
is harmful to humans and other animals and triggers red tides and respiratory problems, kill sea
life and can make shellfish poisonous to eat. Fertilizers are labeled with three digits, for example,
6-6-6. The first digit is the amount of nitrogen, the second the amount of phosphorous, the third
the amount
of potassium. Nitrogen and
phosphorous are poisons to
the Indian River Lagoon and
are being washed into the
lagoon at levels over 200%
higher than the lagoon can
withstand without its
functions becoming
impaired. The EPA
estimates that the
Indian River Lagoon
receives over 400,000 pounds
of phosphorous per year, over
200,000 pounds more than it can
absorb and still maintain its functions. Florida homeowners unknowingly pay for and apply over
8,000 tons of phosphorous a year in current formulations when most Florida soils do not need
phosphorous and experts recommend not to apply phosphorous unless soil tests prove there is a
need. Phosphorous is primarily useful for flowering and fruiting plants and not helpful for
established lawns. Choose a product with 0 as its second digit and help save the lagoon!

The EPA estimates that the Indian River Lagoon receives over 3 million pounds of nitrogen per
year, over a million pounds more than what it can absorb and still maintain its functions. Much of
this nitrogen is coming from quick release fertilizers that dissolve in the first rainfall and wash out
into the lagoon. Other mistakes that fertilizer the lagoon instead of your yard is applying fertilizers
during a heavy rainy period or applying them near any waterbody or drainage ditch. Always use
fertilizers when you need them and where you need them and not spread them everywhere.
Weed and feed is a nice way of saying herbicide and fertilizer. Herbicides are plant poisons and
like fertilizer should only be applied when needed and only to the place where they are needed.
Why waste money and poison the lagoon?

Want to be a real Lagoon Hero? Reduce or eliminate your lawn entirely and switch to native
plants. Many native wildflowers like sunshine mimosa grow low to the ground, have beautiful
flowers, and provide nectar and habitat for butterflies and wildlife. Planting native plants is
especially important if you live along the lagoon or a canal. Native plants do not need watering,
pesticides or fertilizers once they are established and native shoreline plants like mangroves,
buttonwood and spartina grass are the best way to protect your property from erosion. Entire
cities were saved in hurricanes and tsunamis by a healthy native plant barrier. Man-made
solutions have never survived category four or higher hurricanes while mangroves have done it
for millions of years.


