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Fifteen Calves Born in 2004

50 Whales Confirmed in Calving Area

Scientists have confirmed 50 North Atlantic right whales in
Florida and Georgia during the 2004 right whale calving
season! We welcomed 15 new calves to the right whale
population and an additional 20 individuals (10 of which
were males) were also spotted here in the southeast. The
20 individuals that were spotted in local waters aged
anywhere from one year to at least 23 years of age. A
mother and daughter (Kleenex and Snotnose,
respectively) both gave birth this year! One of the moms
(#1705) had her sister (#2710) join her in local waters as
welll  Unfortunately, their pregnant mother was also

Whale Volunteers Report Over 180 Sightings

This year MRC's 750 volunteers reported over 180
sightings to the right whale hotline.  Scientists visually
verified 44 sightings between South Ponte Vedra Beach
and Vero Beach. At least 23 of those sightings resulted in
photos of whales good enough to produce identifications
of the individuals! Volunteers reported mother #2330 with
her calf on at least four occasions, covering approximately
109 miles of coastline and providing tracking data for over
a four week period for the New England Aquarium's
national database for right whales. Residents of
Indialantic, FL (near Melbourne Beach) saw right whale

headed to the calving ground
when she was found dead
off the coast of Virginia
Beach (see page 7).

NOAA-Fisheries, Port
Canaveral, Disney,
and the Brevard Zoo
Support MRC's Whale
Program

This season MRC’s Right
Whale Monitoring Program
was fortunate to receive
substantial funding which
helped us expand and

develop our program. The later they were seen in Miami!

With the help of volunteers, Julie Albert photographed whale
# 2360 and her calf in Indialantic, FL on Jan 25th. Five days

#2360 with her calf on
Jan. 25", only five days
before newsbreaking
reports put this whale off
the coast of Miami!
Thank you to all of you

et

who reported sightings
this year!
Over 200 people

attended the 12 training
classes offered free to
the public this season.
MRC gained over 50 new
volunteers as a result!

..

funding allowed wus to

maintain our hotline and keep you informed through our
newsletters; produce new educational materials for our
training classes, 10,000 full-color brochures, and 12,000
phone cards, In addition, we were able to hire a new full-
time staff person to help out in the office. Without the
support of our sponsors none of this would have been
possible. Thank you!

Phone Tree Callers Needed

For those of you who made your phone tree calls this
year, thank you! Fellow volunteers appreciated the
updates and our phone tree is better organized because
of it. Good job! In an effort to make it more efficient, we
are reorganizing the phone tree for next year. That way, if
a caller fails to contact his fellow volunteers, there will be
fewer people who suffer the consequences. We are in
need of more callers. If you are willing to notify your
neighbors of local whale sightings, please contact the
MRC for a list.

Volunteers Sight Whales that Visited Miami!
from Right Whale News Vol. 11, No. 1 and NEAq

MRC volunteers reported a sighting of a mother and calf
right whale in Indialantic on January 25", Julie Albert was
able to photograph the whales and the mother was
identified as #2360 (above).

On January 30th the same right whale and her calf were
spotted off Fisher Island, near the entrance to the Port of
Miami. This is only the second time in the history of
tracking North Atlantic right whales that they have been
confirmed this far south. According to scientists at the
New England Aquarium, this mother is rarely seen. The
volunteers who spotted her in Indialantic made the first
documented land-based sighting of her ever. Thank you
to each of the following volunteers who reported the
sighting to the hotline: Mary Jane Delauder, Missy
Rothman, Elaine Cunningham, Phil Burdick, Mary
Anne Kurz, Elli Salopek, and Maria Hans



Volunteer Appreciation Party a Success

On April 3“ MRC held its first annual volunteer
appreciation party! Volunteers met each other and got an
update on the season's events. Certificates were
presented to those who called the hotline to report
sightings. Frank Gromling was the keynote speaker and
fun was had by all. Julie Albert was pleased to meet in
person so many people she has gotten to know over the
phone! Thank you to Walmart, Winn Dixie, and Krispy
Kreme for donations for the party!

Send Us Your Email Address!

In order to cut down costs of mailing newsletters, please
send us your email address! You will also stay better
informed through email updates throughout the season.
For questions and comments about the whale program,
contact MRC's office at 270 Paint Street, Rockledge,
Florida 32955; (321) 504-4500; or council@mrcirl.org.
You can also access MRC's website at www.mrcirl.org.

Entangled Whale Spotted Near Marineland

from the Center for Coastal Studies

On March 17" an entangled right whale was tagged with
a telemetry buoy off the coast of Marineland, FL. The
whale has been identified as a male yearling in good
health and has been named Kingfisher after the Coast
Guard Cutter that was helping with the rescue efforts.
Scientists have successfully made cuts in the line, but the
most serious wraps around the flippers remain. Scientists
were considering sedating the whale to calm him enough

for disentanglement efforts.

Photo courtesy New England Aquairium, taken March 17.

According to Amy Knowlton at the New England
Aquarium, this whale was photographed off the coast of
Georgia on Jan. 30" and was not entangled at that time,
leading researchers to believe this whale became

entangled in the calving ground.

On April 2" the line that held the tracking buoy to
Kingfisher had been severed accidentally. The buoy has
been recovered and the incident has been well
However, any future disentanglement
efforts will now be based on opportunistic sightings. MRC

documented.

will update you in the fall of any new developments.

Approximately 67% of all right whales have scars fr

Whale in the St. John’s River
from Right Whale News, Vol. 11, No. 1

Within days of each other, two right whale sightings
occurred in the St. John's River near Jacksonville! On
Jan. 21, a juvenile right whale was reported near Sister's
Creek after travelling about 4.5 miles up river. Another
sighting occurred four days later. The whales remain
unidentified and it is not yet known if it was the same
whale on both occasions.

Previously Injured Whale Near Juno Beach

A right whale was photographed south of the St. Lucie
Inlet off Juno Beach on Jan. 9" with a severed tail. Photos
of a right whale in the area at the same time indicate a
healthy young animal. Witnesses who took the photos
said they saw what appeared to be a severely injured, but
healed tail fluke. It was most likely an old injury.

A second possible sighting of this whale occurred on Jan.
31% near Port Canaveral. The identity of the whale is not
yet known.

Right Whale #2240 Free of Entanglement

from the Center for Coastal Studies

On Jan. 14, 2003 right whale #2240 was spotted off
Florida’s coast entangled in fishing gear. The fishing line
was caught in the left side of her mouth, and trailed 50
feet behind her tail. She was spotted again in Cape Cod
Bay on May 15. Although she was no longer entangled,
the extensive coverage of orange whale lice on her body
indicated deteriorating health.

Raised tail of #2240 diving in Cape Cod Bay on Feb. 12 (note the deep
wound). Photo courtesy: Center for Coastal Studies

The Center for Coastal Studies' aerial survey team
spotted right whale #2240 in Cape Cod Bay on Feb. 12,
2004. Although the animal had many scars scattered
over her body, her overall condition appears to be slowly
improving. She has fewer patches of orange whale lice
around her head and body than she did in May 2003.
Deep wounds on her tail appear to be slowly improving.

Scientists are currently working in conjunction with
fishermen (supported by grants from agencies including
the National Marine Fisheries Service) to develop fishing
gear that sinks and will break under the weight of a
whale. Hopefully, these advances in fishing technology
will help decrease the number of whales that suffer from
entanglements in fishing gear.

om entanglements.




Over 300 Sightings Reported to Ships

2003-2004
Right Whale
Sightings

The 2003-2004 calving season yielded 311 unconfirmed sightings of right
whales. Fifteen mother/calf pairs and 20 individuals were confirmed in the
calving grounds. Map created by Lynna Kaucheck.

Right Whales in Gulf of Mexico

Info. from the New England Aquarium

A rare sighting of right whales in the Gulf of Mexico has
been confirmed for the first time in more than 20 years.
The whales were spotted April 9 by Chris Cramer, a
University of Florida student. The whales were spotted
about a mile and a half offshore. Photographs of the
whales were sent to the National Marine Fisheries Service
where the whales were confirmed as right whales.

The last time a right whale was spotted in the Gulf of
Mexico was in the 1970s. Scientists would like to put
satellite tags on the whales if they are spotted again so
they can be monitored. Scientists are not sure if the warm
water will adversely affect them or if they will find enough
to eat. Right whale season in Florida officially ends March
31 but we do see some stragglers throughout April.

In Your Words

Please share with us your memorable whale-watching
experiences in Florida. Why is whale-watching important
to you and why you would encourage others to do it? We
would like to hear your stories and share your opinions
with other volunteers! Please send us an email or a letter
telling us about your memorable Florida whale-watching
experiences. Thanks!

Warmest Thanks

So many people and organizations deserve "thank you"s
this season that we couldn't possibly name them all.
However, we would like to make special note of a few of
them.

As always, the New England Aquarium has helped with
our photo ID work and provided us with invaluable
information, much of which you see in this newsletter. The
Quality Suites hotel in Indialantic, FL allowed us access to
top floor vacant rooms so we could take photos of the
whales on multiple occasions. Thank you to Marianne
Carter and her son, Tyler, for volunteering their time to
distribute phone cards to shoreline businesses, which
resulted in many calls from Cocoa Beach and Satellite
Beach this winter.

Most of all, Julie would like to thank Lynna Kaucheck for
helping with everything in the office from creating
educational materials to compiling seasonal data. Lynna
was instrumental in creating our new full-color brochures
for the whale program, which will be available by next
season. Lynna updated our education packets for
distribution at the classes, secured more educational
materials for the Indian River Lagoon Library (housed at
MRC's office in Rockledge), helped confirm whale
sightings (when she was not off in Mexico watching
whales), created a beautiful display for classes, and
compiled sighting data into GIS maps. This is the first
season Julie has had full-time help and she greatly
appreciates everything Lynna has accomplished this year!
Thanks for everything, Lynna! Have fun at Whale Camp!



Listed below are the right whales that gave birth this season. The information and photos included here are courtesy of
the North Atlantic Right Whale Consortium. Many agencies and individuals contribute photos and data to this
database. We thank each of them for allowing us to share this information with you!

#1123 — Snotnhose

Snotnose gave
birth this season
to her third calf.
Her first calf was
bornin 1991
when she was
10 years old.
Snotnose has
two daughters,
one brother and two sisters. Her mother's name is
Kleenex !

# 1142 — Kleenex (Snotnose's Mom!)

Kleenex also
gave birth this
season to her
sixth calf! Snot-
nose was
Kleenex's first
calf, born in
1981. Kleenex
also had calves
in 1984, 1990, 1996, and 2001.

# 1266 - Shenandoah

Shenandoah
is a mother for
the sixth time
this season!
Since 1982 she
has given birth
to one female
and three male
calves. She
had her fifth calf
in 2001 (gender unknown).

# 1281 - Punctuation

Punctuation
just gave birth
to her fifth calf.
Her oldest calf,
a daughter,
was born in
1986. She also
gave birth in
1989, 1996,
and 2001.

# 1321 - Mono

This mom had
calves in 1991
and 1998, but
the identities of
her first two
calves, her
mother, and any
siblings remain
unknown.

# 1509 — Rat

This season
has brought a
sixth calf for
Rat, too! Her
first calf was
born in 1986.
She has at least
one daughter
and three sons.
Her last calf was born in 2001 (gender unknown).

# 1620

Little is known

about this

whale. Her age,

mother, and any

siblings are un-

known. She

gave birth in

1996 and in 2001, so this year's calf is her third. Her
first two calves were not photographed well enough to
identify for the right whale catalog.

# 1701 — Aphrodite

This 17-yr-old
was named for
a heart-shaped
pattern in one of
her callosities.
Her previous
calves were
both daughters,
born in 1996
and 2001.



#1705

This whale was
born in 1987 to
Stumpy. She
had her first calf
in 1996 at the

age of nine.
She has three
siblings. Her sister was also seen in the calving

ground this year (but not with a calf)!

#1812

This mom gave
birth  to her
second calf this
year. She had a
calf in 2002, but
it is believed to
have died. This
is one explanation for the short time in between births.

#1911

This was the

last mother

identified this

season. She is

one of

Fermata's many

children and

was born in 1989. ]

Her siblings include Half Note, Quasimodo,
Polyphemos, and #2201. Her first and only other calf
was born in 2001.

#2145

Born in 1991,

this 13-yr-old

had her second

calf this season.

Her first, a male,

was born in

2001. She has

two siblings, one of which is an older brother, Pele,
born in 1981.

# 2330

This mom's

gender was

previously un-

known! She

and her calf

were spotted on

at least three

occasions with the help of volunteers in New Smyrna
Beach, Cocoa Beach, and Indialantic!

# 2360

This first-time
mom was
spotted with a
calf near Miami
this year! Her

gender was
previously  un-
known. She had previously been sighted by aerial

surveys only. Thanks to Mary Jane DelLauder and
many other volunteers in Indialantic, this season
marked the first land-based sighting of her!

#2614

This 8-yr-old

also became a

first-time mom

this year! She

was born in

1996 and has an

older sibling that

was born in 1990 (gender unknown). Her mother is #
1114,

What's in a Name?

Heather Pettis with the New England Aquarium shared
with us how some animals seen in the calving grounds
this season got their names!

Snotnose — has a "dribbly" callosity on her "nose" (her
mother was subsequently named Kleenex

Kleenex — was named as the caregiver of Snotnose
Shenandoah — was named through a school group
contest

Mono — has a single "island" callosity on the right side
of her head

Rat — has a scar near her tail in the shape of a rat
Aphrodite — has two small callosities on the top of her
head that sometimes appear joined in a heart shape
Punctuation - has a callosity that looks like an
exclamation mark (See picture to the left.)

Mavynne — named after an amazing environmental
activist from Fernandina Beach, FL

Magic — has two scars, one on each side of her head
that look like mirror images of each other

Half Note — named after a musical note since her
mother was hamed Fermata, which is a musical symbol
that appears in one of her callosities

Boomerang - has a scar on the underside of his tall
that looks like a boomerang

Radiator — was named because of scars he bears from
a ship strike

Necklace — had fishing gear wrapped around the base
of his tail that left scars resembling a necklace

Glidden — has a scar on his head that looks like it was
painted on



Donate and Receive Right Whale Jewelry

Local jewelry artist Jean Albert has custom created right
whale jewelry with MRC's whale volunteers in mind! A $35
donation to MRC's right whale program will be
commemorated by sending you a 18 sterling silver whale
tail pendant or a pair of whale tail earrings! A $45
donation will be commemorated with a 1¥®" (shown below)
or 1'® whale tail pendant, whale tail earrings, a right
whale mother and calf pendant, or a manatee mother and
calf pendant.

The earrings that match the whale tail pendant are
available as dangles with posts, dangles with French
wires, or non-dangles with the post behind the tail. The
mother and calf pendants are hollow on the back so they
are not too heavy. For more information, call the office at
(321) 504-4500 or email us at council@mrcirl.org

Off to Whale Camp!
by Lynna Kaucheck

As right whale season comes to an end in Florida | am
getting ready to head north for the summer to see the
whales in their summer feeding and breeding grounds.
For the second summer in a row | will be working at Whale
Camp as an environmental science instructor. Whale
Camp is an American company based out of
Pennsylvania, but the camp is located on the beautiful
island of Grand Manan in the Bay of Fundy. The camp
provides programs for both teachers and students.
Teachers may participate in one-week sessions that are
designed for instructors interested in enriching their
curriculum with whales, other marine mammals and
environmental issues, while also enriching their own
personal experiences. Several teachers receive
professional development credit for their participation in
the Whale Camp program.

Student programs run from one to three weeks and
provide opportunities for students to get up-close and
personal with the most endangered of all the great
whales... the right whale!  Activities include marine
mammal observation, bird observation and banding,
sailing and navigation, regional ecology and geology;
intertidal, wetland, and forest ecology; marine and
cetacean studies, environmental science, oceanography,
fisheries and agriculture studies, history, folklore, and
team-building skills. All this takes place in one of the
planet’s greatest classrooms... Grand Manan.

I cannot think of a more magical place to learn. The
stunning beauty of the island and the island residents
make it a place | am proud to call my summer home.
Whale Camp is a safe haven from the busy world we live
in and is a remarkable place to learn and meet new
friends. For more information about Whale Camp check
out their website at www.whalecamp.com _ or give them a
call at 1-888-54-WHALE.

2004 Season Summary from Marineland
by Jim Hain

This year's first right whale report at Marineland was on
December 18, followed by a total of 58 more. Four sightings
were confirmed to be humpback whales. About 30 sightings
were verified to be right whales, and about 22 were
photographed with quality sufficient for identification. Based
on reports from the New England Aquarium and other
investigators, there were about 15 mother/calf pairs this year
(a few late season sightings increased the count) and about
20 other individuals. At least some of the mother/calf pairs
use the part of the critical habitat south of Jacksonville, as we
sighted about five different mothers with their calves. In
general, there were fewer right whales on these ‘calving
grounds’ this year than last year, and our sighting network
had about 75 percent of the number of sightings as in the
previous season. The good news is that we continued to
maintain our photographic effectiveness (about 65% of
verified right whale sightings are photographically identified).
We hope to continue to improve in this area.

On March 1, a single yearling was sighted off Marineland.
Despite good weather, this was followed by two weeks of
quiet. Was the season over? Had all the whales gone? Not
so. An unexpected event took place on March 17. A boater
reported a right whale north of Matanzas Inlet that was
entangled in fishing gear. Teams from New England
Aquarium, Florida Marine Research Institute, Wildlife Trust,
and Center for Coastal Studies responded. A satellite tag
(contained in a buoy trailing behind the whale) was attached
by these teams close to Marineland in the late afternoon. In
the next few days, the whale (hamed "Kingfisher" after the
Coast Guard cutter that was assisting with rescue efforts)
went south to Ormond Beach, then headed north up the
coast. Some gear has been removed but much remains.
The entanglement is felt not to be imminently lethal, but long-
term effects are uncertain. Bad weather in the mid-Atlantic
hampered rescue attempts and Kingfisher's tracking buoy is
no longer on him. Scientists are hoping people will report
sightings of him in the northeast so tagging and rescue
attempts can be resumed.

Mother #2330 with her young calf south of Marineland on February 23, 2004,
heading south. Volunteers observed this pair for 8% hrs that day, obtaining
information on movement, speed, and behavior. Volunteers in Cocoa Beach
and Indialantic reported this mother on March 1 and March 2, respectively.
The real-time reports of volunteers help scientists track whales for hours,
even days. Thank you everyone! (Photo: J.Hampp)



Newborn Right Whale Beaches and Dies

In the early morning of February 3, 2004 a newborn right
whale was found beached on Amelia Island, Florida (near
Fernandina Beach). The whale still had its umbilical cord
attached and surprisingly was still alive! Efforts were made
to find the baby’s mother and once the fog lifted, a plane
was sent out to survey the area. Meanwhile, a tent was
erected to cover the baby, and efforts were made to keep it
wet and cool. Late in the afternoon a decision was made to
transport the 13-foot, 3000-pound calf to nearby Marineland
where it could be cared for and observed. Sadly, the calf's
mother was not found and the baby died en route to
Marineland. The whale was then transported to the
University of Florida’s School of Veterinary Medicine in
Gainesville, where a necropsy (animal autopsy) was
performed. Preliminary results indicate the calf had not
nursed in its short two- to four-day life and there was some
congestion in one of the lungs, which may have happened
after it beached. There were no outward signs of trauma.
MRC would like to take this opportunity to send out a big
“thank you” to all the volunteers involved in the effort to save
the calf and find its mother.

Photo courtesy: New England Agquarium

Critical Habitat Expansion Denied

Pregnant Female Killed Near Virginia Beach

On February 7, 2004 an adult right whale was spotted
floating six miles southeast of Virginia Beach, VA. Shortly
after arriving at the scene, staff from the Virginia Marine
Science Museum (VMSM) witnessed the carcass expell a
near-full-term male fetus. The adult female was identified
as “Stumpy” (#1004). She was first spotted by the New
England Aquarium in 1980 with a calf. This would have
been Stumpy’s sixth calf. Preliminary reports indicate a
ship collision was the cause of death. Stumpy had a
significant amount of bruising, and she suffered several
bone fractures in her head. The necropsy was performed at
Nags Head, NC on February 11. She was the third longest
right whale ever recorded at 52.5 feet in length. The loss of
Stumpy, a successfully reproductive female, and her calf is
a tragic blow to the right whale population. Saving as few
as two female right whales a year can help ensure the
future success of the endangered North Atlantic right whale
population.

1-888-97-WHALE

Whale and Boat Collide
from Right Whale News, Vol. 11, No. 1

On Sunday, January 25, on a beautiful morning with sunny
skies, light winds, and calm seas, members of the Volunteer
Sighting Network observed a mother/calf pair about a mile
offshore of Crescent Beach, just north of Matanzas Inlet,
Florida. The observers saw a 20-foot recreational fishing
boat approach directly to the whales, followed by a huge
splash that spun the boat. Either the boat had hit the
whales, or a whale had hit the boat. The observers
speculated that the mother, protective of the calf, had
lashed out with her flukes. The boat’s registration number
was recorded and reported. NMFS Law Enforcement
officers are currently investigating the incident.

from Right Whale News Vol. 10, No. 4 and Vol. 11, No. 1

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has denied
a July 2002 petition from The Ocean Conservancy to
combine and expand the Cape Cod Bay and Great South
Channel critical habitats off Massachusetts and to expand
the critical habitat off Georgia and Florida. The National
Marine Fisheries Service (also known as NOAA-Fisheries)
issued a final determination, stating: “The requested
revision, as specified by the petitioner, is not warranted at
this time. However, NMFS will continue to analyze the
physical and biological habitat features essential to the
conservation of right whales."

The Marine Mammal Commission (MMC) has criticized
this decision since it has been determined by none other

than the Northeast Regional Office of NMFS that

"designated right whale critical habitats are the only areas
in which it will restrict fishing and other activities." NMFS
wants to continue "human activities in and around the
critical habitats" before making any determinations at a
later date.

The Executive Director of the MMC feels that "NMFS
already has the information necessary to analyze the
petition" and suggested that NMFS proceed with
modifying the boundaries of the critical habitats as quickly
as possible.

Sighting data from volunteers, especially from areas
thought to be used very little in the calving grounds, may
warrant reconsideration from NMFS to expand the critical
habitat in the southeast.
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