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Right Whales Reported in SC and Heading Our Way!

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Helps
Whale Network Expand to South Carolina

Just one week after conducting an educational event in
South Carolina in October, having news articles appear in
the Charleston Post and Courier, and passing out
educational materials along the beach, one of our
volunteers reported a right whale sighting just south of
Charleston Harbor! This is our first right whale sighting for
the season and the furthest north of any previous
MRC sightings. The National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation (NFWF), who has funded extending the
volunteer sighting network north to South Carolina, made

Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institution
Continues Funding for Whale Identification

Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institution (HBOI) has
again provided MRC with the necessary support to
coordinate and encourage our dedicated whale watchers
and also to digitally document individual right whales.
With only 325 right whales left in the North Atlantic, the
need to monitor each whale is increasing. Volunteer
efforts help MRC observe and document whales off our
coast, including females who migrate to our coast to give
birth. Photographing right whales aids scientists in
determining how often they give birth, which helps assess

the training for this sighting
possible. MRC’s volunteer
network has collaborated

with state and federal
agencies to help
dramatically reduce ship

collisions with right whales
in Florida and Georgia. The
volunteer network is now
spreading up the coast into
the mid-Atlantic where last |;
year, many right whales
were documented injured or
dead. More protection is
needed in this area and we |=

whether or not the population
is increasing. The efforts
made by all our supporters
and volunteers help MRC
protect North Atlantic right
whales and aid in the
recovery of the species.

How to Report
Whale Sightings

Please report whale
sightings to 1-888-97-
WHALE immediately. Make

every effort to call while you

have NFWF and the caring
public to thank for helping MRC get started with this huge
effort!

Disney & Canaveral Port Authority
Continue to Support Whale Network

The Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund is again
supporting MRC's toll-free hotline (1-888-97-WHALE).
The hotline is a crucial tool for volunteers to communicate
whale sightings to experienced staff members for
verification. Disney's generosity enables MRC to utilize
and update the phone tree used to keep whale volunteers
informed and involved. Data collected through reports to
the hotline may result in a better understanding of the
distribution, reproduction, and abundance of right whales.
The Canaveral Port Authority, the originator of the right
whale network, has provided funding for the 11th straight
year. From the beginning, the Port has paired with MRC
in an effort to report right whale sightings directly to harbor
pilots and ship captains. This effort significantly reduces
the chance of collisions between ships and whales, their
number one killer.

Photo courtesv North Atlantic Right Whale Consomum are still watchlng the whale.

If you leave a message on the hotline, please stay near
your phone so we can reach you . All we need is a few
brief minutes to collect information from you before you
head back outside to watch the whales! Many sightings
are reported days, weeks, even months late. Although
valuable information can still be collected, ships cannot be
diverted around the whales if we hear about it late. The
whales are expected to begin arriving in Florida in
December, so be prepared to do some whale watching!

A right whale can be identified by:
large white bumps on the head called callosities
no dorsal fin on its back
black, paddle-shaped, short, stubby flippers
black, triangular tail with a deep notch in the middle
V-shaped blow from the blowhole when it exhales

Have the following information ready when you call:
your specific location (address, including city)
your phone number with area code
total number of whales
whether a calf is present
direction of movement (North, South, offshore, etc.)



SCIENCE Reports Right Whales in Crisis
SCIENCE, Vol 309, 22 July 2005

In recent months, many volunteers have wondered if
North Atlantic right whales are making a comeback after
70 years of protection. Although the last five years have
had an above average number of calves born to the
population, the deaths may still outweigh the births.
In July, right
whale re-
searchers
reported in B
SCIENCE that
in the 16-
month  period
prior to July,
there were
eight recorded
right whale
deaths, six of those whales were adult females (three with
near-term fetuses). The loss represents unprecedented
right whale deaths in the 25 years of right whale studies
by scientists. The loss of the reproductive females, which
average 5.25 calves each in their lifetime, "represent a
lost reproductive potential of as many as 21 animals."

Recent estimates of mortality rates since 1980 indicate
that about 83% of right whale deaths may go
undocumented.
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Summer 2005 Newsletter Corrections

Douglas Prescott , an avid reader of MRC's right whale
newsletter in Maine, pointed out two mistakes in our
Summer 2005 newsletter. On page three, an article
stated that right whale #3210 was seen gear-free in
photos that were taken Sept. 15, 2004. The lucky whale
to be considered free of entangling fishing gear was
actually right whale #3120. In the same newsletter, the
“2005 Season Summary from Marineland” article on page
six incorrectly stated that right whale #2145 was seen off
Crescent Beach with her first calf and 22™ calf of the
season. It was actually right whale #1245 to whom this
information pertains.

Lastly, MRC mistakenly reported that the 2005 calving
season was the first time researchers recorded a seventh
calf to an individual mother. Heather Pettis , with the New
England Aquarium, has confirmed that it has happened
before! Right whale #1135 gave birth to her seventh calf
back in 1996! Thanks for setting us straight, Heather!

MRC takes great pride in the fact that people are
reading our newsletters so carefully that they can catch ID
mistakes, especially among whales with the same four
digits in their identification number! Many thanks to Mr.
Prescott for keeping up with our efforts from as far away
as Maine! If you find information you think may be
incorrect, please inform MRC so we can look into it.

by Alicia Windham-Reid and Leslie Ward

New signs alerting the public to the presence of right
whales off the Florida coast will soon be posted in
coastal beach parks, marinas, boat ramps, etc. The

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
received a grant award from the National Fish and

Wildlife Foundation aimed at increasing mariner
awareness of right whale conservation and recovery
through the development and strategic placement of

informational signs.

The 3' x 4" metal signs include information such as
physical characteristics that help to identify right whales
and seasonal distribution off the coastal Southeast. The
signs highlight how the boating public can help protect
this endangered species including abidance of the

federal 500-yard-no-approach regulation and the need
to immediately contact the U.S. Coast Guard if an
injured, entangled or dead right whale is sighted.

Project cooperators include the Georgia Department
of Natural Resources, the South Carolina Department of
Natural Resources, the University of North Carolina
Wilmington and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
These agencies are helping to

Administration.
strategically place the informational signs at cooperating

marinas located within close proximity to oceanic inlets

near the right whale’s migratory route or calving area.
The signs are also being posted at major municipal and

park boat ramp facilities servicing boaters likely to use

coastal waters. Approximately 140 signs are being
posted at these marine facilities across the Southeast.

Help Protect
North Atlantic Right Whales

Only about 300-350 North Atlantic right whales remain. They are one of the most endangered of
all large whales. Right whales migrate between their feeding grounds in the northeastern United
States and their only known calving area, which is off the southeastern United States.

They are usually seen here besween December and March,

SAVE A WHALE
Immediately report injured, dead or

entangled right whales to
the U.S. Coast Guard by VHF Ch 16.

If You See a Right Whale

¢ QOperate vessel at slowest
safe speed. Remain alert
for other whales in the
areca.

Stay at least 500 yards
away from right whales.
(50 CFR 224.1031)

If whales approach you,
move slowly away.
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The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission is distributing
this new right whale sign at 140 coastal parks, marinas, and boat ramps.




Stranded Marine Mammal Care

Tara Knott of Fernandina Beach brought it to our
attention that the media may be encouraging the wrong
actions when they show citizens on the beach trying to help
stranded live marine mammals. Harbor Branch
Oceanographic Institution (HBOI) works to rescue
stranded whales and dolphins, rehabilitate them, and
release them back into the wild. Please take the time to
read this carefully and post it somewhere where you can
easily refer to it if necessary. If you have any questions
regarding any of the following steps, please call the whale
hotline at 1-888-97-WHALE. The following information from
HBOI should be followed to increase the chances of a
successful rescue:

Immediately notify 1-800-DIAL-FMP (1-800-404-
3922). A professional stranding team will be
dispatched to the scene.

DO NOT return the animal to the sea.  Often, a sick
or injured animal will re-strand later when no help is
available. Never separate stranded animals, especially
calves and their mothers.

If the animal is on the beach, do not attempt to
move it. Sharp rocks and shell fragments can scratch
and pierce the skin. The stranding team has special
equipment for moving dolphins and whales.

Keep people and pets away from the animal. Only 1
or 2 people are needed until help arrives.

If the animal is being battered in the surf, attemp  tto
move it to calmer water Support the animal upright
under the chest and stomach areas until the rescue
team arrives.

Do not leave the animal. If the stranding site is not
easily visible or accessible from the road, ask one of
the spectators to meet the rescue team and guide them
to the stranding site.

Keep the animal upright and ensure the blowhole is
unobstructed. Marine mammals breathe air, so
prevent water from entering the blowhole.

Provide shade (such as a beach umbrella) and keep
the animal wet to prevent it from overheating. If
possible, cover exposed skin with a wet towel, but
avoid the dorsal fin, flippers, tail and head.

To further prevent stress on the animal, remain quiet,
calm, and stay out of the animal's eyesight
whenever possible. DO NOT TOUCH THE ANIMAL
UNLESS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY. Remember, it
is a wild animal and human interaction is instinctively
threatening.

Use extreme caution whenever approaching a
stranded animal. It may become defensive or panic.
Avoid the powerful tail and jaws.

Richard Ellis Art to Support Whale Program
Island Press, Washington, D.C.

Richard Ellis is currently recognized as the foremost
painter of marine natural history subjects in America. His
paintings of whales have appeared in Audubon, National
Wildlife, Australian  Geographic, the Encyclopedia
Britannica, and numerous other national and international
publications. His paintings have been exhibited at one-man
and group shows from coast to coast. One hundred and six
of his paintings were selected by the Smithsonian Institution
to form a traveling exhibit of marine mammals of the world,
and these paintings are now in the permanent collection of
Whaleworld, a museum in Albany, Western Australia.

In addition to painting, Mr. Ellis is the author of more than
eighty magazine articles and several books. He has
appeared in numerous television specials, and has written
screenplays on whales for PBS. Mr. Ellis is a special
adviser to the American Cetacean Society, a member of the
Explorers Club, and a Research Associate at the American
Museum of Natural History. From 1980 to 1990, he was a
member of the U.S. delegation to the International Whaling
Commission.

MRC is proud to offer Mr. Ellis’ right whale prints to the
public. Each beautiful print was autographed upon request
for our volunteers, but there is a limited supply. For more
information on how you can obtain one, please contact
MRC at (321) 725-7775, 1-888-97-WHALE, or emall
council@mrcirl.org

An autographed right whale print, like the one above, by world-renown
artist Richard Ellis, can be yours. Please contact MRC for information.

Please Send Your Email Addresses

In order to decrease mailing costs, please send us your
email addresses so we may notify you when the whale
newsletter is posted on our website. Also, many of you are
not receiving our emails because of spam blockers. Please
take a few minutes to clear MRC's email address
(council@mrcirl.org) from your spam blocker to allow whale
updates to come through. Thank you!




Listed below are many of the 28 right whales that gave birth this season. The information and photos included here are
courtesy of the North Atlantic Right Whale Consortium. Many agencies and individuals contribute photos and data to
this database. We thank each of them for allowing us to share this information with you! Keep in mind that not all
calves for each mother have been documented well enough to be assigned an ID # and put in the right whale catalog.

Pediddle g =
(# 1012) —
Pediddle  just Fess
gave birth to =
her sixth calf.
She last gave ;
birth in 2001.
She’s also
given birth to #1308 (in 1983) and #1605 (|n 1986).

# 1013

This mother £
also just had
her sixth calf. =
She last calved
in 1997 when
she had #2713. :
She has also === =="=
given birth to #2413 in 1994.

#1039 EESs=—=—————
The 2005 = -

calving season
brought the
second known -
calf for this 25- ¢
year-old mom.
Her first calf
(#3139) was born in 2001.

Wart

(# 1140)
Wart welcomed

calf was born in
2001. Her previous calves include #1245 (spotted by
volunteers this year), #1704, #2040, #2440, #3140.

#1145

This  mother | S
also welcomed |
her sixth calf :
during the 2005
calving season.
She last gave
birth in 2002. =
Previous calves include #1138, #1410, and #2145
from 1981 to 1991.

— ———

#1179

This mother just
had her second
calf last winter.
She also gave
birth in 2002.

#1204 - T
As with many f= ° AR :
mothers this L
year, #1204 just
had her sixth
calf. She last
gave birth in '
2002. One of ==
her calves, #1807, was born in 1988

Baldy

(# 1240)

Baldy, a mom
for the seventh
time, last calved
in 2002. She
has also given
birth to #1241,
#1503, #2140, #2740, and #3240 from 1982 to 2002.

Bugs

(# 1241)

At 23 years old;
this fourth time
mom last calved
in 2002. Other
calves include '
#1941, #2541,and #3241 from 1989 to 2002.

Slalom
(# 1245)

Slalom just had
her third calf.
The 23-yr.-old
mom last calved
in 2002. Other
calves include #2645 (in 1996) and #3145 (in 2001).




# 1246

This year
brought the sixth
documented calf
for #1246. Her
last was born in
2002. Two of
her other calves
include #1247 and 1946 (born in 1982 and 1989
respectively).

Slash

(# 1303)

Slash just had
her fifth known
calf. She last
gave birth in
2001. Her other
calves include #1403, #1903, and #2303 in 1984, 1989
and 1993, respectively.

# 1308

This 22-year-old
gave birth to her
second known
calf during the
2005 calving &=
season. Her last calf, #3108, was born in 2001.

Amanda

(# 1310)

This year,
Amanda gave
birth for at least
the sixth time.
She last calved
in 2002. Among
her offspring are #1311, #1606, #2010.

# 1315

At 22 years of
age, #1315 had
at least her
fourth calf
during the 2005
calving season.
She last gave
birth in 2002. One of her calves includes #2215 in
1992,

# 1334

One of the few
right whales to
have given birth
to her seventh
calf, this repro-
ductively active
mom has also
given birth to #1920, born in 1989. Her last calf was
born in 2000.

Columbine

(# 1408)

This year
brought a third
calf for 21-year-
old Columbine.
Her previous
two calves were
#2608 and #3208, born in 1996 and 2002, respectively.

# 1604

This year also
brought a third
known calf to
right whale
#1604. Her last
calf was born in
2002. One of
her previous calves includes #2304, born in 1993.

#1622

This  third-time
mom was
documented ten
times last
season with the
help of volun-
teers, eight of
which were in Brevard County! Volunteers also helped
document her during the 2002 calving season when
she had her last calf!

#1632

This mom just §
had her second
known calf. Her
last one was
born in 2002. F
Her age is
unknown.




#

MRC's efforts to protect right whales would not be possible

without the essential support of Harbor Branch
(through the Protect Florida
Whales specialty license plate), Canaveral Port

Authority, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

, and

CANAVERAL

Oceanographic Institution

the Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund

MRC can now boast about a
model of a life-sized right whale calf
in the Lagoon House! The model
was designed and constructed by
Cheri Smith at Artistic  Foam
Designs in Melbourne. Mark Rath,
the owner, agreed to take on a
custom request for our right whale
model after Ms. Smith expressed her
desire to use her creativity to make
the whale as lifelike as possible. Mr.
Rath graciously agreed to work
within  MRC’s meager budget to
create this beautiful work of art.
Julie Albert , MRC’s Whale Program
Coordinator, was very involved in the
design and construction process.
Ms. Smith was always open to
suggestions and willing to make
changes. What resulted is a
fabulous, 13-foot life-sized replica of
a right whale calf! Complete with
hair, small callosities, and a white
belly, the model will be suspended
nine feet in the air at its lowest point
at the Lagoon House.

In addition to custom work such as
MRC's whale model, Artistic Foam
Designs works with expanded
polystyrene (EPS) foam for
residential and commercial buildings.
They have combined a staff of
designers, sculptors, and painters to

Cheri Smith from Artistic Foam Designs
carved this life-sized model of a right whale
calf for MRC during the summer.

create a wide variety of architectural
enhancements for buildings. EPS is
a lightweight and durable material
that can be shaped into mouldings
and other decorative features for
homes. Contractors use EPS so
customers can easily choose their

designs, reduce their material
costs, installation costs, etc. For
more information on Artistic Foam
Designs, please call them at (321)
751-7147 or visit their website at:
www .artisticfoamdesigns.com




Right Whale Education and Volunteer Training Classe s
2005-2006 Calving Season

MRC will again conduct free education and training classes to identify the right whale in Florida coastal waters. Learn how
you can participate in spotting right whales from shore and help protect the most endangered of the great whales while
they use our waters to give birth. Classes usually last an hour. Educational materials will be distributed. Call MRC at
(321) 725-7775 or email council@mrcirl.org _ for more information. Please feel free to bring your lunch to the Brown Bag
presentation.

NOTE: The meetings at Marineland of Florida (just ~ South of St. Augustine) are at Whitney Lab, across the street
from the park entrance. The Jan. 7 meeting is an 0 rientation for scheduled shore-based whale watches. It is
highly recommended that you attend a class before ¢ oming to this orientation.

Sat., Dec. 10, 2005 2:00 p.m. — 3:30 p.m. Cocoa Beach Library
550 N. Brevard Ave.
(321) 868-1104

Tues. Dec.13, 2005 6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. GTM National Estuarine Research Reserve
Environmental Education Center
505 Guana River Rd., Ponte Vedra Beach
(904) 823-4500

Sat., Dec. 17, 2005 9:30 a.m. —11:00 a.m. City Islan d Library Center
105 E. Magnolia Ave., Daytona Beach
(386) 257-6036

Sat., Dec. 17, 2005 1:00 p.m. — 2:30 p.m. Whitney Lab  (Marineland of Florida)
9505 Ocean Shore Blvd.
(904) 669-8615

Fri., Jan. 6, 2006 2:00 p.m. —3:30 p.m. Amelia Island Plantation Conference Center
6800 First Coast Hwy., Amelia Island
(904) 261-6161 (call for directions)

Sat., Jan. 7, 2006 10:00 a.m. — 11:30 a.m. Whitney La b (Marineland of Florida)
(Orientation for Dedicated Watches) 9505 Ocean Shore  Blvd.
(Please attend a class before coming (904) 669-8615
to this meeting)

Sat., Jan. 7, 2006 2:00 p.m. — 3:30 p.m. New Smyrna Beach Library
1001 S. Dixie Fwy.
(386) 424-2910

Wed., Jan. 11, 2006 12:00 p.m. — 1:00 p.m. Brevard Z oo — Education Center
(Brown Bag Lunch) 8225 N. Wickham Road, Melbourne

(please call ahead for possible (321) 254-9453, pres s 0, ask for Deb
schedule changes)

Right Whale Sighting Hotline

1-888-97-WHALE
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Courtesy of the Provincetown Center for Coastal Studies

Kingfisher Seen in Bay of Fundy

A NOAA aerial survey team observed Kingfisher (below)
on May 4th in the Great South Channel. On August 6th the
New England Aquarium (NEAQ) reported spotting Kingfisher
off Grand Manan Island in the Bay of Fundy. Observers on
the research vessel could see "a ball of line" on the right
flipper, but there was not enough light to photograph the
continued entanglement. Lisa Conger with NEAQ reported
that Kingfisher appeared to be in good health. As of August
24th, NEAq researchers spotted Kingfisher within sight of
suspected entangled right whale #3210.

wnuenby pue|bug maN

#1424 in Good Condition

Right whale #1424, first seen entangled on Feb. 12, 2002
near Amelia Island, FL, was seen by an NEAq research
team in the Bay of Fundy on Sept. 13th. This whale was
documented in a group of about 50 whales. He reportedly
was in good health and had mud on his head, indicating that
he is "likely diving to 600 feet or more." He is still entangled
and scientists are monitoring his health.

#3210 Last Seen with Kingfisher

Right whale #3210 was last spotted on August 24" in the
Bay of Fundy with entangled whale, Kingfisher. This animal
was first seen entangled in August 2002 and its age and
gender are unknown. It is unknown whether or not
entangling lines remain deeply embedded in its upper jaw.
During three years of monitoring #3210, scientists believe
his condition is slowly deteriorating. Although socializing
with other whales and feeding, #3210 appears to have lost
weight and his skin color has changed. Disentanglement
attempts are very risky for scientists, but under ideal
conditions, may be attempted if the opportunity arises. This
case has been compared to Churchill (right whale #1102),
who is presumed to have died in September 2001 from
complications of an entanglement.

Newly Entangled # 1167 in Poor Health

Right whale #1167 was reported entangled by a NOAA
survey aircraft on June 8th in the Great South Channel.
This whale was seen with 17 to 18 other right whales and
had four to five body lengths of green line trailing to a ball of
line behind him. This adult male was first seen in 1981 and
his age in unknown. He was last seen Sept. 6th on
Roseway Basin, south of Nova Scotia. As of this sighting,
he is reported to be in poor health. He was thin, traveling
slowly, had red whale lice in patches over his body, and his
skin was discolored. Researchers plan to intervene if he is
spotted again.
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